GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
session of all the country between the Vistula and
the Memel, that is, East Prussia, Courland, Western
Livonia, and Samogitia. Their rule of the conquered
territories was harsh: they prohibited the use of
native languages, making German compulsory; they
excluded the natives from commerce and the pro-
fessions ; they refused to permit any Jew to settle
within their jurisdiction.
Success and growing wealth brought rapid de-
generation to the Teutonic Order. In A.D. 1308 the
Archbishop of Riga appealed to Pope Clement V
for its total suppression on the ground of the luxury,
sensuality, cruelty, and injustice of its members. The
appeal was rejected, but it was not forgotten. Soon
the charges of tyranny and vice brought against the
Knights were supplemented by the charges, still
graver in those days, of heresy and the practice of
the black arts. Hence, once again, the Council of
Constance (A.D. 1415) demanded peremptorily the
total suppression of the Order.
By that time, however, the work of judgment
and execution had been taken up by sterner and
stronger hands than those of wrangling ecclesiastics.
Poland, now a kingdom, united to Lithuania, and
governed by the powerful monarch, Ladislas V of
the House of JageUo, had long watched with grow-
ing impatience and disgust the misrule of these alien
aggressors. Hence in A.D. 1410, collecting a great
army of Poles, Lithuanians, Russians, and Tartars,
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